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HOUSE BI LL 2419

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Haigh, N xon, dibborn and MDernott; by request
of Lieutenant Governor

Prefiled 1/3/2006. Read first tinme 01/09/2006. Referred to
Commttee on State Governnent Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to hosting a national conference of statew de
el ected officials; amending RCW42.52. 820 and 42.52. 150; creating a new
section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that due to the
massi ve devastation inflicted on the city of New Ol eans by hurricane
Katrina on August 29, 2005, the city of New Oleans wll not be able
meet its obligation to host the national |ieutenant governors
associ ation's annual conference scheduled for July 17 through July 19,
2006. As a result of this unfortunate situation, the nenbers of the
national |ieutenant governors' association officially pressed to have
Washi ngton state host the next annual conference in Seattle,
Washi ngt on. Li eutenant Governor Brad Owmen has agreed to assist New
Oleans by hosting the 2006 national | i eut enant gover nors
associ ation's annual conference. The legislature further finds, in
recognition of the unprecedented situation created by this natural
di saster, the high national visibility of this inportant event, and due
to the limted anmount of tinme remaining for planning and fund-raising,

it is necessary to initiate fund-raising activities for this national
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conference as soon as possible and with the assurance that al
statewi de el ected officials, |egislators, and authorized executive and
| egislative staff are allowed to solicit the necessary donations to
effectively host this event.

Sec. 2. RCW42.52.820 and 2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 23 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

When soliciting gifts, grants, or donations to host an official
conference within the state of Washington of (1) a national |egislative
association or (2) an official conference of statewde elected
officials, as approved by both the chief clerk and the secretary of the
senate, designated executive and legislative officials and designated
executive and | egislative enpl oyees are presunmed not to be in violation
of the solicitation and receipt of gift provisions in this chapter.
For the purposes of this section, any legislative association or
conference of statewde elected officials nust include anong its
menbership the Washington state legislature ((e+)), a Washington
official elected statewi de, individual |egislators, or executive or
| egi slative staff.

Sec. 3. RCW42.52.150 and 2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 23 s 2 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) No state officer or state enployee may accept gifts, other than
those specified in subsections (2) and (5) of this section, with an
aggregate value in excess of fifty dollars froma single source in a
cal endar year or a single gift frommultiple sources with a value in
excess of fifty dollars. For purposes of this section, "single source”
means any person, as defined in RCW42.52.010, whether acting directly
or through any agent or other internediary, and "single gift" includes
any event, item or group of itens used in conjunction with each other
or any trip including transportation, |odging, and attendant costs, not
excluded fromthe definition of gift under RCW42.52. 010. The val ue of
gifts given to an officer's or enployee's famly nenber or guest shal
be attributed to the official or enployee for the purpose of
determ ning whether the limt has been exceeded, unless an independent
busi ness, famly, or social relationship exists between the donor and
the famly nenber or guest.
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(2) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, the
followng itens are presunmed not to influence under RCW 42.52. 140, and
may be accepted without regard to the limt established by subsection
(1) of this section:

(a) Unsolicited flowers, plants, and floral arrangenents;

(b) Unsolicited advertising or pronotional itenms of nom nal val ue,
such as pens and note pads;

(c) Unsolicited tokens or awards of appreciation in the formof a
pl aque, trophy, desk item wall nenento, or simlar item

(d) Unsolicited itens received by a state officer or state enpl oyee
for the purpose of evaluation or review, if the officer or enployee has
no personal beneficial interest in the eventual use or acquisition of
the itemby the officer's or enployee's agency;

(e) Informational material, publications, or subscriptions related
to the recipient's performance of official duties;

(f) Food and beverages consuned at hosted receptions where
attendance is related to the state officer's or state enployee's
of ficial duties;

(g) Gfts, grants, conveyances, bequests, and devises of real or
personal property, or both, in trust or otherw se accepted and
solicited for deposit in the legislative international trade account
created in RCW 44.04. 270;

(h) Gfts, grants, conveyances, bequests, and devises of real or
personal property, or both, in trust or otherw se accepted and
solicited for the purpose of pronoting the expansion of tourism as
provided for in RCW43. 330. 090;

(1) Gfts, grants, conveyances, bequests, and devises of real or
personal property, or both, solicited on behalf of a national
| egi sl ative association, conference of statewi de elected officials, or
host conmttee for the purpose of hosting an official conference under
the circunstances specified in RCW 42.52.820. Anything solicited or
accepted may only be received by the national association or host
commttee and may not be conm ngled with any funds or accounts that are
the property of any person;

(j) Adm ssion to, and the cost of food and beverages consuned at,
events sponsored by or in conjunction with a civic, charitable,
governnmental , or community organi zation; and
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(k) Unsolicited gifts from dignitaries from another state or a
foreign country that are intended to be personal in nature.

(3) The presunption in subsection (2) of this section is rebuttable
and may be overcone based on the circunstances surrounding the giving
and acceptance of the item

(4) Notwi thstanding subsections (2) and (5) of this section, a
state officer or state enployee of a regul atory agency or of an agency
that seeks to acquire goods or services who participates in those
regul atory or contractual matters may receive, accept, take, or seek,
directly or indirectly, only the followwng itenms from a person
regul ated by the agency or froma person who seeks to provi de goods or
services to the agency:

(a) Unsolicited advertising or pronotional itenms of nom nal val ue,
such as pens and note pads;

(b) Unsolicited tokens or awards of appreciation in the formof a
pl aque, trophy, desk item wall nenento, or simlar item

(c) Unsolicited itens received by a state officer or state enpl oyee
for the purpose of evaluation or review, if the officer or enployee has
no personal beneficial interest in the eventual use or acquisition of
the itemby the officer's or enployee's agency;

(d) Informational material, publications, or subscriptions related
to the recipient's performance of official duties;

(e) Food and beverages consunmed at hosted receptions where
attendance is related to the state officer's or state enployee's
of ficial duties;

(f) Adm ssion to, and the cost of food and beverages consuned at,
events sponsored by or in conjunction with a civic, charitable,
governnmental , or community organi zation; and

(g) Those itenms excluded from the definition of gift in RCW
42.52. 010 except:

(1) Paynments by a governmental or nongovernnental entity of
reasonabl e expenses incurred in connection with a speech, presentation,
appearance, or trade m ssion made in an official capacity;

(i1) Paynments for sem nars and educational prograns sponsored by a
bona fide governnental or nonprofit professional, educational, trade,
or charitabl e association or institution; and

(ti1) Flowers, plants, and floral arrangenents.
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(5) A state officer or state enployee may accept gifts in the form
of food and beverage on infrequent occasions in the ordinary course of
nmeal s where attendance by the officer or enployee is related to the
performance of official duties. Gfts in the formof food and beverage
that exceed fifty dollars on a single occasion shall be reported as
provided in chapter 42.17 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act 1is necessary because of the
unfortunate devastation caused to the city of New Ol eans by Hurricane
Katrina and our state's willingness to assist the people of New Ol eans
by agreeing to host the national |ieutenant governors' association
annual conference on short notice. This act is necessary for the
i medi ate support of state governnent and its existing public
institutions and takes effect inmmediately.

--- END ---
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